Ms Montague and her colleagues (March 2003 JRSM 1 ) are unsure about the value of chemotherapy in atypical mycobacterial cervical adenitis. They refer to encouraging results with the macrolide clarithromycin, but both primary and secondary resistance to this agent are well recognized. There is evidence that combination therapy with rifabutin or rifampicin alongside clarithromycin has a synergistic effect, particularly against Mycobacterium avium-intracellulare complex. 2 This not only ensures maximum antimycobacterial activity but also may protect against the development of secondary clarithromycin resistance. Multidrug regimens employing standard antimycobacterials (isoniazid, ethambutol and/or streptomycin) used with the above combination have proven effective in cases of disseminated atypical mycobacterial infections, particularly in patients with AIDS. 3 With excision biopsy early diagnosis is feasible with tools such as the polymerase-chain-reaction linked ELISA with mycobacterial DNA probes. The antimicrobial susceptibility of atypical mycobacteria can be assessed rapidly in tissue specimens by use of mycobacteria growth indicator tubes, which also give an indication of minimum inhibitory concentrations. 4 These tools for rapid diagnosis, not yet widely available, can be helpful in decisions about postoperative chemotherapy.
I must take issue with Dr Carter (March 2003 JRSM 1 ) over his assertion that the book of Genesis makes an association between mandrakes and fertility. First, the Hebrew word rendered mandrake (dudaim) is not necessarily referring to what we would understand as a mandrake. The word is only used in one other place in the Bible (Song of Solomon 7:13), where they are said to give a good smell. Is it not more likely that Leah's son Reuben (who would only have been four or five years of age after all) brought her a flower in from the field than a root? Secondly, if there is any association, it is a negative one. After giving the mandrakes away, Leah bare two sons and a daughter before Rachel had any children at all. Thirdly, both Rachel and Leah's children are said to be answers to prayer (Genesis 30:17 and 22). 
